
The Project that Never Ends 
 

Project Write-up: Albuquerque Plant People Facebook Group, integrating 
social media with composting education and resources and promoting 
the Bernalillo County Extension Office Master Composters Program. 
 

1. Introduction: 

The Albuquerque Plant People Facebook Group (the “Group”) is an online community of people 
largely in the Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico area with interests in anything plant 
related.  As creator of the Group, it has been my intention to integrate information about 
composting into the Group to foster interest in promoting and facilitating composting practices 
among the members. 

Outside of its social aspects, I aim to educate and support individuals interested in composting by 
providing a comprehensive collection of guides, tips, and resources. Facebook groups that utilize 
guides incorporate a progress tracker feature to help users track their progress through the guides 
while keeping track of their newly gained knowledge in their composting journey. 

 

2. Objectives: 

- The Group is, foremost, a social media group for plant enthusiasts (due to the broader 
audience), but seeks to incorporate the following objectives: 

A. Educate members about composting techniques, methods, and best practices: 
a. Provide detailed guides and resources covering various composting methods such 

as static composting, hot composting, vermicomposting, and bokashi composting. 
b. Offer step-by-step instructions on setting up a compost bin, managing compost 

piles, maintaining proper moisture levels, and achieving the right balance of 
carbon and nitrogen-rich materials. 

c. Share information on compostable materials, including a list of common kitchen 
scraps, yard waste, and other organic materials suitable for composting. 

d. Educate members about the benefits of composting, such as reducing landfill 
waste, enriching soil fertility, and mitigating greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

B. Provide comprehensive guides and resources for beginners and experienced composters: 
a. Cater to individuals who are new to composting by offering beginner-friendly 

guides that explain the basics and provide practical tips for getting started. 



b. Create advanced guides for experienced composters, including information on 
troubleshooting common composting challenges, optimizing composting 
processes, and utilizing compost in specific gardening applications. 

c. Curate a library of resources such as videos, infographics, articles, and external 
references to support different learning styles and provide in-depth knowledge on 
composting-related topics. 
 

C. Foster a supportive and interactive community: 
a. Encourage members to actively participate in discussions, share their composting 

experiences, and ask questions. 
b. Facilitate a supportive environment where members can seek advice, troubleshoot 

problems, and receive guidance from experienced composters and administrators. 
c. Organize regular Q&A sessions, live chats, and virtual workshops with 

composting experts to provide direct access to specialized knowledge and 
enhance community engagement. 

d. Promote networking and collaboration among members by facilitating 
connections between composting enthusiasts with similar interests and geographic 
locations. 
 

D. Motivate members to actively engage in composting by incorporating progress tracking: 
a. Unfortunately, this functionality is currently limited to what is available through 

Facebook, but can be expanded as Facebook adds more features or through the 
use of an external website for the community that: 

i. Implements a user-friendly progress tracking feature that allows members 
to create and update their composting profiles. 

ii. Enables members to record and track important milestones in their 
composting journey, such as starting a compost pile, achieving optimal 
temperature, overcoming specific challenges, and harvesting mature 
compost. 

iii. Provide visual representations of progress, such as badges or levels, to 
recognize and celebrate members' composting achievements. 

iv. Offer encouragement, support, and personalized recommendations based 
on members' progress to keep them motivated and engaged in their 
composting practices. 

b. Current guide progress tracking allows for: 
i. Guide Completion Tracking: 

1. Each member will have access to a comprehensive list of 
composting guides available within the Group. 

2. Members can mark a guide as completed when they have 
thoroughly read and understood the content. 



3. The progress tracker will calculate the percentage of completed 
guides based on the total number of guides available in the Group. 

4. Members can update their progress at any time by indicating which 
guides they have completed. 

5. The progress tracker aims to motivate members to explore and 
complete the available composting guides, providing a sense of 
achievement and progress in their composting journey. 
 

E. Tracking Group Administrator's (my) Experiments with Compost Use in Houseplant 
Care: 

a. In addition to the progress tracker for members' guide completion, the Group will 
incorporate a dedicated section for tracking my experiments with different ways 
to use compost in the care of houseplants. This section aims to provide valuable 
insights and practical examples of how compost can be effectively utilized in 
indoor plant care. 

b. Experiment Documentation: 
i. The Group administrator will document their experiments with using 

compost in various aspects of houseplant care. This may include 
incorporating compost into potting mixes, using compost tea as a fertilizer, 
top-dressing plants with compost, or exploring compost-based organic 
pest control methods. 

ii. Each experiment will be thoroughly documented, including the specific 
approach, materials used, observations, and results. The documentation 
will be shared within the Group to provide members with valuable 
firsthand experiences. 

c. Detailed Explanations and Techniques: 
i. The experiment documentation will provide detailed explanations of the 

techniques used by the administrator in applying compost to houseplants. 
ii. This will include step-by-step instructions, dosages, and application 

methods to ensure members can replicate the experiments with ease. 
iii. The administrators will explain the underlying principles and benefits of 

using compost in houseplant care, highlighting the positive impact on 
plant health and sustainability and emphasizing shifting indoor plant care 
away from synthetic fertilizer use to the greatest extent possible. 

d. Discussion and Feedback: 
i. The Group members will have the opportunity to engage in discussions 

about the administrator's experiments, ask questions, and provide 
feedback. 

ii. Members can share their own experiences with using compost in 
houseplant care, discuss alternative approaches, or seek clarification on 
any aspect of the experiments. 



iii. This interactive discussion will foster knowledge sharing and community 
engagement, allowing members to learn from one another's experiences. 

e. Observational Results and Insights: 
i. The administrator will share their observational results and insights 

obtained from the experiments. 
ii. This will include information on the performance of plants treated with 

compost, changes in growth rates, improvements in soil quality, and 
overall plant health. 

iii. The administrator will provide an analysis of the results and offer insights 
into how members can effectively incorporate compost into their own 
houseplant care routines. 

f. Recommendations and Best Practices: 
i. Based on the experiment results, the administrator will provide 

recommendations and best practices for using compost in houseplant care, 
including an opinion of whether the experiment is worth repeating. 

ii. These recommendations may include specific compost types or blends, 
application frequencies, and considerations for different plant species or 
growth stages. 

iii. The administrator will guide members on how to adapt the experiments to 
their unique indoor gardening situations. 

g. By tracking the Group administrator's experiments with compost use in 
houseplant care, the Group aims to showcase practical applications of compost 
and inspire members to explore innovative ways of incorporating compost into 
their own indoor gardening practices. 
 

F. Connecting Members with the Bernalillo County Extension Office Master Composter 
Program: 

a. The Group administrator (me) recognizes the importance of fostering continuous 
learning and development opportunities for its members. As part of this 
commitment, the Group will actively promote and encourage interested 
individuals to participate in the Bernalillo County Extension Office Master 
Composter Program. Here's how the Group will facilitate member participation: 

i. Program Promotion: 
1. The Group will regularly share information about the Bernalillo 

County Extension Office Master Composter Program, highlighting 
its benefits, curriculum, and application process. 

2. Promotional posts will include direct links to the program's 
website, application forms, and contact information for any 
inquiries. 



3. The Group will regularly post announcements about upcoming 
classes and workshops offered by the Bernalillo County Extension 
Office Master Composter Program. 

4. Detailed information, including dates, times, locations (if 
applicable), and registration details, will be shared in these posts to 
ensure interested members have access to all the necessary 
information. 

5. In addition to class announcements, the Group will promote special 
events, such as guest speaker sessions, hands-on workshops, or 
field trips organized by the Master Composter Program that are 
open to the public. 

6. These event promotions will highlight the unique learning 
opportunities available to members, encouraging their active 
participation. 

7. To provide insights and generate interest, the Group will allow 
testimonials and experiences from members who have attended 
previous classes or workshops offered by the Master Composter 
Program. 

8. These testimonials can highlight the knowledge gained, practical 
skills acquired, and the overall value of participating in the 
program's educational offerings. 

ii. Guidance and Support: 
1. Administrators and experienced Group members who have 

completed the Master Composter Program will offer guidance and 
support to individuals interested in applying. 

2. They will address any questions or concerns related to the 
program, sharing their own experiences and advice to help 
potential participants make informed decisions. 

3. Group members can engage in discussions to seek advice on the 
application process, program requirements, and the benefits of 
participating in the Master Composter Program. 

iii. Community Outreach Initiatives: 
1. The Group will actively advertise community outreach initiatives 

organized by the Bernalillo County Extension Office Master 
Composter Program. 

iv. Discussion and Q&A: 
1. The Group will create dedicated discussion threads or posts for 

members to ask questions, seek clarification, and share experiences 
related to the Master Composter Program's classes. 



2. Experienced members and administrators can actively participate 
in these discussions, offering guidance, sharing tips, and 
addressing any concerns raised by interested individuals. 

v. Collaborative Events: 
1. The Group can collaborate with the Master Composter Program to 

organize joint events or workshops specifically for Group 
members. 

2. This collaboration could include exclusive educational sessions, 
Group discounts, or customized content tailored to the specific 
interests and needs of the Group members. 

vi. Social Media Promotion: 
1. Administrators can utilize the Group's social media presence to 

further promote the Master Composter Program's classes and 
workshops. 

2. Sharing posts, updates, or highlights from the program's official 
social media accounts can help extend the reach and visibility of 
the educational offerings to a wider audience. 

3. By actively advertising the Master Composter Program's classes 
and workshops, the Group aims to provide its members with 
convenient access to valuable educational opportunities, further 
enhancing their composting knowledge and skills. 

3. Features and Functionality: 

a) Composting Guides and Resources: 

The Facebook Group will feature a vast collection of composting guides covering topics such as 
compost bin setup, composting methods (e.g., hot composting, vermicomposting), compostable 
materials, troubleshooting common issues, and utilizing compost in gardening and indoor 
horticulture. The guides will be created and curated by knowledgeable administrators and 
members, ensuring a comprehensive and reliable resource hub (currently, I am the only one 
creating guides or other resources). 

b) Progress Tracker: 

To encourage active participation and progress in composting, the Group will implement a 
progress tracking system within the guides. Each member can track their progress through the 
available guides, allowing for a snapshot of the member’s progress through the available 
material. 

Facebook guides also allow for comments by members reviewing the guides, which can be used 
to track milestones, such as starting a compost bin, achieving optimal temperature, successfully 
composting specific materials, and harvesting mature compost. Members’ progress updates as 



they complete available guides, providing a sense of accomplishment and motivation to continue 
learning about composting. 

c) Community Engagement: 

The Group fosters an engaging and supportive community environment where members can 
interact, share their experiences, seek advice, and ask questions. Members can post updates on 
their composting progress, share photos of their compost piles, ask for troubleshooting 
assistance, and provide guidance to others based on their own experiences. Administrators and 
experienced members will actively participate in discussions, offering guidance and answering 
questions to ensure a vibrant and helpful community. 

d) Events and Challenges: 

To keep the Group dynamic and encourage active participation, the Group will seek to host 
regular events and challenges related to composting.  

These can include composting workshops (virtual or in person), Q&A sessions with composting 
experts, photo contests, and challenges to try new composting techniques or materials. Such 
activities will further engage members and foster a sense of community. 

While not currently available, challenges will ultimately also end in one or more outstanding 
participants being rewarded. 

 

4. Group Guidelines: 

To maintain a positive and constructive environment, the Group has established clear guidelines 
for member behavior. Guidelines may include rules against spamming, disrespectful behavior, 
promoting harmful practices, or sharing irrelevant content. The administrators will monitor the 
Group actively and address any issues promptly to ensure a safe and supportive community for 
all members. This will also help to ensure that no harmful or misleading information about 
composting is shared with Group members. 

 

5. Promotion and Outreach: 

To attract new members and raise awareness about the Group, various promotional strategies will 
be employed. This may include sharing informative posts about composting on related Facebook 
pages and groups, collaborating with gardening or sustainability influencers, leveraging social 
media advertising, and engaging with relevant online communities outside of Facebook. 

 

6. Future Expansion: 



As the Group grows, there may be opportunities for expansion beyond Facebook. This can 
include creating a website as a companion resource for the Group, organizing offline composting 
workshops or events, or collaborating with local gardening clubs or organizations. Such 
expansions will further enhance the reach and impact of the community. 

7. Conclusion: 

This is, frankly, a very ambitious project that has no real end point.  The goal of the project is not 
to complete the project, but, instead, for it to grow and evolve into a resource that helps to 
highlight the importance of composting, beneficial uses of compost byproducts for plant care, 
and to connect members with external resources and additional learning opportunities. 

If successful, this project may even outlive me. 
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